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September 16 is Global Female Condom Day
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
State Board Rep – Lisanne Powers
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, September 9th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2013 schedule of meetings has been posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Chapter News and Activities:

Information distributed at the National Conference:
Female condoms are powerful tools for pleasure and prevention.  They empower and protect.  But more people need to know about female condoms and be able to access them.  You can help make that happen!  Advocate for female condoms on September 16, Global Female Condom Day.  Visit nationalFCcoalition.org/GFCD to learn how you can take action and increase awareness, access, and use of female condoms in your community and around the world.
Three Job Notices

Townsquare Media (Ewing, NJ) is looking to hire a Digital Managing Editor to oversee the digital news operations of www.nj1015.com, the digital arm of New Jersey’s largest news/talk radio station, New Jersey 101.5 FM.  You can see the job description and apply on line here.  They are also looking for a full time News Anchor.  You can see the job description and apply here.  Both openings close September 17.

Further, Townsquare Media has an opening for a Sales Account Executive.  You can see the job description and apply here.  This opening closes October 14.

Donate your used bras

Kim Gandy (@Kim_Gandy), a former national president of NOW tweeted:
“GIVE A BRA TODAY! Visit a Soma boutique to donate new or gently used bras to help women in @nnedv domestic violence shelters. #nomore”

This is an ongoing program.

National NOW Press Release, 7/25/13
WASHINGTON -- The National Organization for Women (NOW) today called on President Obama to appoint Federal Reserve Vice Chair Janet Yellen to succeed Ben Bernanke as chair of the Federal Reserve.  “Not only does the Fed need its first woman leader, we need a chair who isn't tone-deaf to the needs of women and working families,” says NOW President Terry O'Neill.

If Trayvon Martin had been a woman …
We would probably never have heard of her.  The lives of black women are valued little by white society or the Black community.
Plan B availablility
Chapter members are checking for Plan B on drug store shelves.  It’s there, but expensive, at the Walgreen’s on the corner of Hamilton and Franklin in Somerset.  
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Photo by Alan Gross.

More on this topic in the next article.

From the National Women’s Health Network:

What’s Your Plan A?

The Obama administration now allows the one pill version of emergency contraception to be available over the counter without age restrictions.  While this is a victory for every woman who deserves a Plan B (and we’re continuing to fight for availability of generic EC), we should take this opportunity to remember our Plan A: contraception and family planning!
Under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), contraception is completely covered by your health insurance.  What’s more, HHS recently announced that employers of women who work at religiously affiliated hospitals and universities will have to comply with contraceptive coverage rules starting January 1.

The HHS Office on Women’s Health has published a great pamphlet on various birth control methods, as well as a question and answer section to address any remaining concerns.
From the NJ Coalition Against Sexual Assault

From NJCASA’s “Voices in Action” Summer Newsletter.

Thumbs Up 

· The President signed a bill reauthorizing the Violence Against Women Act for another 5 years on March 7, 2013. 

· Two high school students from Steubenville, OH were found guilty in March of raping a 16-year-old girl last summer. 

· The Department of Justice issued new national guidelines for forensic medical examinations in cases of sexual assault. The guidelines emphasize that the rape victim's physical and emotional needs should take precedence over criminal justice considerations. 

· Feminists, activists and women's groups have been trying to get the world's largest social network, Facebook, to be more proactive in removing content that they say endorses violence against women and girls.

Thumbs Down 

· T-shirt company had slogans "Keep Calm and Rape On" and "Keep Calm and Hit Her" available for sale on Amazon.com. 

· After announcing the guilty verdict in Steubenville, OH's sexual assault case, reports of some news networks depicted the perpetrators – 2 high-school football stars – as victims. Some networks even aired the victim's name in unedited clips of courtroom footage. 

· Teenage rape survivors, Rehtaeh Parsons and Audrie Potts, committed suicide after being bullied by community members in response to their assaults. 

· A 5-year-old girl in India died on April 29th from severe injuries from a sexual assault. Earlier that month, the rape and abduction of another 5-year-old girl in Delhi sparked protests against the police and government.
From The Feminist Majority

WomenMoneyPower Summit

October 8 & 9, 2013, in Washington, D.C.  Check out their web site for more information.

From Ms. Magazine, Summer Edition (not yet on line):
Lest We Forget

· “I’m rising on the floor today to humbly give voice to thousands of Texans who have been ignored.” – Texas State Senator Wendy Davis as she started her 13-hour filibuster.

· “At what point must a female senator raise her hand or her voice to be recognized over the male colleagues in the room?” – Texas State Senator Leticia Van de Putte, at the end of the filibuster, trying to be recognized from the floor.

· “They feel pleasure.  Why is it so hard to think that they could feel pain?” Rep. Michael Burgess (R-Texas), a former ob-gyn who insisted that male fetuses masturbate.
How We’re Doing
· Women restaurant workers are served up low wages, sexual harassment and few benefits.  (And why is it that the ritziest, biggest-tip restaurants employ mainly men as waiters?)

· Servers, of whom 71% are female, are almost 3 times more likely to be paid below the poverty line than the general workforce.

· 90% of restaurant workers don’t receive employer-paid sick days or health benefits.

· Congress hasn’t passed an increase to the tipped minimum wage of $2.13 in 21 years.

National Short Takes
· Massachusetts:  Boston public high schools will now distribute free condoms, along with other safe-sex resources, to more than 17,000 students.  Parents have the option of exempting their children.

· Oregon:  Multnomah, the state’s most populous county now requires single-occupancy, gender-neutral restrooms in all future construction projects to allow transgender individuals to feel less stigmatized when using public restrooms.

Ms. calendar
· October is both National Breast Cancer Awareness Month (www.bcaction.org) and Domestic Violence Awareness Month (www.ywca.org).

· October 11 is International Day of the Girl Child (dayofthegirlsummit.com)

From the Ashes of Rana Plaza
By Jason Motlagh and Susie Taylor.  It took a huge tragedy for the garment factories of Bangladesh, filled with exploited young women workers, to finally draw international attention and action.  This is reminiscent of the Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire of March 25, 1911, here in the U.S.

Ratify the Treaty Already!

By Donna Brazile.  We’ve been waiting more than 30 years to stand up for women’s equality.  The Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women – CEDAW – has even been adopted by 187 members of the United Nations.  Though President Jimmy Carter signed CEDAW in 1980, the U.S. Senate has never fulfilled the constitutional requirement to ratify.  By not doing so, we’re in questionable company with Iran, Somalia, Sudan, and South Sudan.
News from womensenews.org:

Abortion Bans Blocked; Accusations at West Point  By WeNews staff.  Abortion-rights this week were bolstered by court rulings in Arizona and Arkansas.  As for the military's treatment of women, the negative news continued, as a U.S. West Point military sergeant was accused of photographing and filming female cadets taking showers.
Pro-Choice Texan Winds Up Winning in the Wee Hours  By Melissa Elian (WeNews)  After confusion about when the Texas legislature voted on a sweeping anti-abortion bill, victory was achieved by  Democrat Wendy Davis.
Single-Sex Schooling Loses Ground for Good Reasons  By Caryl Rivers and Rosalind C. Barnett (WeNews)  If a public school is trying to sell you--the parent--on curricula based on sex differences between boys and girls, watch out.  The main criteria for choosing a school should be its overall quality measured by teaching, resources and class size.

Brainwash Magazine Scorns Airbrushed Images  By Anna Halkidis (WeNews)  A 21-year-old magazine editor in Australia joins a movement against women's magazines that publish digitally altered images of super-thin models.  Critics say these publications are literally sickening for young women vulnerable to eating disorders
Transgenders in Mexico Dream of Escape  By Amy Lieberman (WeNews) Puebla is one of many Mexican states where discrimination based on gender orientation is not considered a crime.  Many transgenders who live here describe their efforts to leave.  And how they wound up giving up.
Abortion: OKed in Ireland; Denied to Chilean Tween  By WeNews staff.  Irish lawmakers voted to allow abortion in limited circumstances for the first time in Ireland's history.  Chile's president Sebastian Pinera said he admired a young girl for continuing her pregnancy, which was a result of rape.
For Women, Turkish Uprising Might Be Different  By Simran Sachdev (WeNews) This is the country, after all, with a founder named Ataturk, who espoused the full social integration of women as essential to modernizing the nation.  That might set these protests apart from what's happening in Egypt and what happened in Iran.
Women Who Are Judged Mentally Ill Might Just Be Mad  By Daniel Freeman and Jason Freeman (WeNews guest authors)  Feminists have been raising red flags over the discrepancy between men's and women's mental health since the 1970s, say Daniel Freeman and Jason Freeman in this excerpt from "The Stressed Sex." One blames it on misdiagnosis and mistreatment …
Military Bill Gains; NYT Favors Male Sources By WeNews staff.  A bill has been introduced that will limit chain-of-command oversight of military sexual assault cases.  But a study found that front-page New York Times stories cited far more male than female sources.
Being 'Too Beautiful' Becomes On-Job Liability  By Caryl Rivers and Rosalind C. Barnett (WeNews)  For the latest example of the "soft war" on women, turn to the Iowa Supreme Court.  Recently, it allowed a dentist to fire his assistant for having looks that might distract him from his marriage.  We're not making this up.

GOP Places Big Wager on Anti-Abortion Vote in 2014  By Sharon Johnson (WeNews senior correspondent)  The GOP's steady drumbeat of laws restricting abortion signals the party's strategy to make an election issue out of a social issue that – unlike same-sex marriage – still finds Americans deeply divided.
Lawyers, Courts Go Easy on Gender-Based Crimes  By Wendy Murphy (WeNews)  The recent murder of Amy Lord in Massachusetts and Ariel Castro's sexual enslavement of three young women in Ohio expose serious lapses in the way crimes targeting women are handled.
Abortion Heat Hits Alabama's 'Saturday Women'  By Christina Caldwell (WeNews) Women who can't take time off from work during the week face the anti-abortion hecklers who come out in force on Saturdays. As the number of abortion clinics in the state dwindles, a volunteer at one says a better buffer zone is needed.

Italy Tackles DV; Wendy Davis Called Abortion Barbie  By WeNews staff.  Italy's government passed a package of measures designed to address violence against women.  But Texas Sen. Wendy Davis is being verbally attacked for her attempts to stop an abortion bill.
Twitter Attacks Against U.K. Journalists Continue  By Hajer Naili)  At least five British women have been targeted by online Twitter trolls in the past two weeks.  Though initially criticized for its response, Twitter says it's setting up new ways to crack down on such harassment.

From the Women’s Media Center (WMC):

Women’s Media Center Congratulates Co-Founder Gloria Steinem on Presidential Medal of Freedom
August 8, 2013, WASHINGTON, D.C. – The Women’s Media Center proudly congratulates co-founder Gloria Steinem on being named recipient of the Presidential Medal of Freedom – the nation’s highest civilian honor.

Why Work-Family Policies Are a Women’s Issue – and More  By Ellen Bravo, August 1, 2013.  The lack of family-friendly policies in the United States is rooted in the undervaluation of women and women’s work. Too many workplaces still operate as if the workforce is comprised of men with a wife at home full-time to raise the kids—in spite of the fact that the majority of families with children have every parent in the workforce.
2013 Women’s Media Awards will be presented Tuesday, October 8, 2013, in New York City.  Lily Tomlin will be hosting.


Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org. 
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:  
Go to www.Congress.org.  Enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

