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August, 2013
August 26th is Women’s Equality Day!
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Roberta Berlin
Campus Liaison – Sarah Kelly
State Board Rep – Lisanne Powers
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross

Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, September 9th, 7 pm, at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, once again courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2013 schedule of meetings has been posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
This month’s newsletter consists of two reports from the three chapter members who journeyed to Chicago to participate in this year’s National NOW Conference July 5-7.  There are so many things to see and do at a National Conference that no one person can do it all.  These reports contain highlights and are by no means a complete recitation of everything that went down.  For more detailed information, visit NOW’s web site.  Eventually, the complete text of the resolutions passed on July 7 will be posted there, as well.
National NOW Conference, 2013, Report 1
By Skip Drumm and Alan Gross

The general themes we heard in workshops and plenaries:

· National NOW is going to pursue two long-term projects:  
1)  Strengthening social security (rather than “fixing” it by reducing benefits) and 
2)  Supporting marriage equality wherever possible, including working on legislation to repeal section 2 of DOMA, which allows states to ignore same-sex marriages performed in other states.

· In addition to the long-term projects, this year NOW will be participating in two 
must-win gubernatorial elections:  
1. Virginia, where Republicans are running a Neanderthal extremist slate, and 
2. Our very own New Jersey, where we need to replace Governor Christie with Barbara Buono, someone who is with us on all our issues and has been endorsed by the NOW National PAC.

· Of course in addition to these major efforts, NOW continues to pursue our other priority issues, most notably, reproductive rights which are under attack around the country, including Texas, Wisconsin, Ohio, Indiana, Kansas, Oklahoma, Virginia, North Dakota, etc.  Republicans are passing legislation in these states that is shutting down clinics, making it impossible for women to access health care in spite of Roe.  If abortion is not accessible, it matters little whether it is legal or not.

With respect to internal business, National NOW officers serve 4 year terms, and this year was an election year.  Current NOW president, Terry O’Neill, put together a slate which included herself for a second term as president, Bonnie Grabenhofer (current Executive VP) for Action VP, and Chitra Panjabi for Executive VP.  For the first time in NOW’s 47 year history, there was no competing slate, and so this slate was elected by acclamation.

During the plenary sessions we heard some excellent speeches.  Particularly memorable were those by

· Patricia Ireland, past NOW president and Advisory Board member,

· Carol Moseley-Braun, former senator and ambassador, as well as NOW Advisory Board member,

· Ellie Smeal, past NOW president and Advisory Board member,

· Congresswoman Robin Kelly, who used a gun-control themed campaign to win a 16-person primary and then the general election to fill Jesse Jackson Jr.’s seat in the House,

· Toni Preckwinkle, Cook County Board President, 

· Rev. Jesse Jackson, former candidate for president of the U.S.,

· Sara Paretsky, author of detective stories with a female hero set in Chicago.

There were many other memorable activities, including a wide variety of workshops and caucuses.

· Skip attended the Young Feminist caucus meeting chaired by a dynamic young leader named Jeren Arifa.  Some of the meeting participants said that said NOW needs to sit up and take notice.  They said that NOW has become irrelevant to them, and if we do not start paying attention to their needs and ideas, we are going to be losing our young feminists.  Fortunately, Jeren intends to change the direction this is going.  Skip personally feels that Jeren is quite capable of reincorporating the young feminists and helping to set an agenda that takes their suggestions, ideas, and goals into account.

· On Friday afternoon we boarded buses to a rally NOW held in cooperation with the CWA union at a local Wal-Mart.  Our president, Terry O’Neill, delivered a letter to the management with a list of demands regarding  working conditions, treatment of women and minorities, and pay equity.

· Sandy Rapp, a feminist singer/song writer who has been in the movement forever, entertained us during several of the plenaries.

· There were many opportunities for networking and greeting old friends.  What continues to impress us is how accessible the NOW leadership is.  This gives real meaning to the term “grass roots.”  We were able to have personal, one-on-one conversations with all the incoming officers, as well as many other “movers and shakers” in the organization.  This is in contrast, for example, to how accessible the leadership of Planned Parenthood or NARAL is, whom we mostly see on TV.  Like NOW, these other organizations do wonderful work, but NOW is so much more open and responsive to its membership.

Selected pictures of the weekend taken by Alan are available at this link. (Ctrl-click to follow the link.  The pictures are on Facebook, but this is a link anyone can use.)  You can see the official NOW photo collection at Flickr for pictures from the first and second days of the conference, as well as the rally.
National NOW Conference, 2013, Report 2
The Past and the Future:  Historic Hotel and A Young Feminist Leader
By Lisanne Powers

Skip and Alan have provided an excellent overview (above) of the workshops, speakers, and main events.  I wanted to take a moment to share some information about the hotel and a surprise introduction to a young feminist leader who wasn’t aware that the NOW National Conference was being held at the hotel.  Louisa was staying at this grand hotel with her parents.
As I entered the hotel on Wednesday, July 3rd, I was surprised by the beauty and elegance of the Chicago Hilton.  The entryway conveys a sense of Old World elegance, with winding marble staircases to the left and right, and a baby grand piano to the left on the mid level landing of the staircase.  As you proceed into the hotel, the large elevator area has gold lame accents.  The lobby area and many of the large rooms such as the ballroom had a lot of architectural detail, which reminded you of elegant old buildings in France.  
It was fitting that the NOW Conference was being hosted at a hotel that also had political history.  Many political leaders hosted events here, especially in the 50s and 60s.  This hotel was known for its elegance and drew many high profile events.  This hotel was the site of the 1968 Democratic Convention when anti-war protesters were beaten in the street just outside.  The small museum area to the right of the lobby area, had pictures of notable politicians, including Bobby Kennedy and our current President, Barack Obama.
On Saturday morning, as I was standing in the lobby area waiting for the elevator, a young woman, Louisa, was standing next to me and looking at my NOW badge, which I had hanging around my neck.  I brought my NOW badge forward to her and explained what NOW was.  She looked at me, and nodding, said, I know!  Wow!  I’m the President of our women’s rights group at my high school!  She attended high school in Carmel, Illinois.  I excitedly said, “Can you join me?  If you can, come downstairs to the conference with me.  Come join us, see our conference area and see what we have.  You can take some NOW stuff for your school.”  NOW had announced that they were closing their online store, and they had encouraged members to pay $20 and take whatever items they’d like.  I paid Louisa’s $20 fee and walked with her to all the tables, encouraging her to select whatever she liked.  She was thrilled to be able to take t-shirts, magnets, bumper stickers, books.  I was delighted to be able to support her interests in women’s rights and her efforts at school.  It was a wonderful way to disperse many of the NOW buttons, stickers, banners, and books.  I hope Louisa returned with her mother to enjoy the afternoon plenary session.  I encouraged her to do so.  This was one of the highlights of the conference for me … helping to spread the word, the great books, and the excitement of learning about and supporting women’s rights.
Note by the President:  What Lisanne did was feminism in action.  Well done, Lisanne!

