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August 2018
August 26th is Women’s Equality Day!
Officers
President – Peggy Farrelly
Vice President – Skip Drumm
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Ronnie Traktman
State Board Rep – Mary McGinley
Newsletter Editor – Peggy Farrelly
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross

Local Chapter Information:
Our Next Meeting
Our next chapter meeting will be Tuesday, August 14th, at 7 pm at the home of Skip and Alan.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2018 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
NOW-NJ State Conference
This year’s NOW-NJ State Conference will be held on September 22 in Hamilton, NJ, at the Robert Wood Johnson Conference Center.  Featured speakers include Congresswoman Bonnie Watson Coleman.  State officer elections will also be held during this event.  The full flier of infor​mation is included as the last page of this newsletter.  We hope you can make it!
From the National office:

Our National Board Representatives

The National NOW by-laws provide that the National Board includes representatives elected by districts.  At the National Conference last month Myra Terry (NJ) and Jacqueline Kozin (CT) were elected by our district to represent us on the National Board.  Myra will be a new Board member; Jacqueline will be serving her second term.
National NOW Press Releases:

Stop SCOTUS, Save Roe!: The Senate Must Refuse Nomination of Judge Brett Kavanaugh, July 10, 2018.  By naming Judge Brett Kavanaugh to the U.S. Supreme Court, Donald Trump has set the table for a vote on repealing Roe v. Wade.  That was the promise Trump made during the presidential campaign.  In his final debate with Hillary Clinton, Trump said the Supreme Court would “automatically” overturn Roe once he became president, “because… More
“Coach” Jim Jordan Betrays The Trust Of The Most Vulnerable Young People, July 20, 2018.  Either Jim Jordan is lying—or the wrestlers he was paid to mentor and care for are. The  Ohio Congressman denies knowing about a team doctor groping student wrestlers when Jordan was the assistant wrestling coach at Ohio State University between 1986 and 1995.  The university says that former athletes from 14 OSU sports have reported… More
Donald Trump Bullies Breastfeeding Mothers—And Sells Out Their Health To Business Interests, July 21, 2018.  When Donald Trump takes the world stage, the world trembles.  President Trump’s disastrous European tour was foreshadowed by the news that earlier this year, the Trump Administration pushed the World Health Organization to weaken or trash a resolution meant to encourage breastfeeding and to minimize the inaccurate marketing of substitutes. According to several officials at… more
“It’s About Stopping This Behavior” CBS Must Suspend Les Moonves, 07.30.2018.  Emmy-award winning writer and producer Dinah Kirgo, one of six women who has come forward with charges of sexual harassment against CBS CEO and chairman Les Moonves, told NPR that she is not trying to end the executive’s career as much as she is trying to change a culture that enables such misconduct… more
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Immigrants Terrorized… Muslims Banned… Kennedy Resigns…Why People Must Stand Up Now  If things continue on the current trajectory, Donald Trump will now be free to cement in place a fully fascist Supreme Court for decades to come.
2018 Elly Awards: Women’s Answer to the Old Boy’s Network  The Education Fund provides an excellent way to ‘give back’ – helping women age 35 and over whose lives have been disrupted by extreme adversity complete their education and get their lives back on track.
Creating Green and Resilient Cities – with Women as Leaders  Women, so often in the front lines of climate change impact, are playing a leading role in finding urban solutions. 
Weekly Update: Us in the U.S.  Five journalists killed in a deadly shooting; Tens of thousands march to reunite families; Female immigrant scales the Statue of Liberty in protest.
Babies for Bucks: Trump and the Value of Children  Leveraging the emotional power of children while doing nothing to improve the actual lives of children is, quite frankly, diabolical.
Weekly Update: Us in the U.S.
Trump mocked #MeToo, repeatedly attacked Sen. Elizabeth Warren, and nominated a Supreme Court Judge who could help overturn Roe v. Wade.

Tuesday with Steinem
It’s not up to them. It’s up to us.

The Truth About the Sex Trade: Entry into the Life  Removing that stigma and misplaced judgement {that women choose this life} would change the way these women are treated.
Weekly Update: Us in the U.S.
The Trump administration fails to meet deadline for family reunification, and a Federal Court disregards persistent anti-choice harassment at reproductive health services clinic.
From the Women’s Media Center:

The Tour de France only allows men. So women are biking it themselves.  By Aviva Stahl, July 6.  The Tour de France began July 7 on the west coast island of Noirmoutier, but on July 6, about a dozen women gathered at the starting line to embark on their own 2,000-mile journey.  More
How women define their sexual histories affects their sexual well-being, study finds  By Rachel Griess, July 10.  While it’s estimated that more than a third of women have had nonconsensual sexual experiences in their lifetime, the way they define those experiences may influence their sexual well-being, according to psychology researchers at The University of Texas at Austin.  Self-schemas — impressions about the self — are acquired from years of experiences and sets of personal beliefs and can affect a person’s overall well-being. And while prior research has looked at how individuals choose to define past nonconsensual sexual experiences, not much is known about how these definitions shape an individual’s sexual self-schema. More
Women don’t spend as much time as men outdoors. That’s a problem.

By Chloe Hallinan July 10.  I was fortunate to grow up hiking and camping in California, and backpacking in Washington state’s Cascade Mountains and the canyons of Utah. Spending time outdoors helped me learn to take pride in my body’s physical abilities and find a sense of peace in nature. I have continued to make an effort to hike and run outdoors throughout college as a way to support my physical and mental health. As I have gotten older, however, I have come to realize what a unique privilege it is to engage in outdoor activities that are often only available to affluent white people and, more specifically, wealthy white men. More


What Justice Kennedy’s resignations means for reproductive rights

By Kalli Jackson, July 6.  On June 27, Supreme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy announced his plan to officially resign on July 31.  Often considered the “swing vote” on the Supreme Court, Justice Kennedy spent his 30-year career making arguably the most bipartisan decisions in the courtroom. More
House says adoption of LGBTQ kids violates HHS’ “sincerely held religious beliefs or convictions”

By Aviva Stahl, July 13.  The House Appropriations Committee has passed an amendment that better enables taxpayer-funded adoption agencies to discriminate against queer and transgender families. If it ends up becoming law, the amendment stands to harm an estimated 100,000 children in the U.S. foster system by making it harder for them to be placed with a permanent family. More
Women and Brexit: It’s not good

By Aviva Stahl, July 26.  Brexit, it seems, has the potential to impact women’s lives—negatively. A report out this month warns that women’s rights may no longer be safeguarded once the UK leaves the European Union. Employment protections and funding for women’s services are at particular risk of losing ground, says Britain’s Equality and Human Rights Commission. The independent commission says existing human rights protections must be guaranteed in the EU withdrawal agreement. More
Outrage over Trump immigration policies fuels groundswell of grassroots organizing  By Susan Buttenwieser, July 25.  The Trump administration’s “zero tolerance” immigration policy resulted in thousands of children, including 103 under age five, being taken from their parents, sometimes in the middle of the night, and sent to separate facilities or foster care agencies, often thousands of miles away. The policy directed that parents be sent to detention for the crime of entering the country illegally, and their children taken into government custody, even if they were seeking asylum, which they have the right to do under U.S. and international law. More
Research reveals media role in stereotypes about Native Americans

By Rebecca Nagle, July 18.  This month, a team of Native researchers and thought leaders, organized under the project Reclaiming Native Truth, released a groundbreaking report that reveals for the first time how the American public views Native Americans. The report includes some stunning statistics on just how distorted and inaccurate public perception really is. Central to the findings is the role of the media in creating the problem, but also the potential for news and media to be part of the solution. More
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  To the right, below the banner picture, is a section labeled “Email Sign-Up” and a box where you enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “Sign-up” button.  It’s as easy as that!  The box below that says “Join NOW”.  If you’re not already a member, click there and be sure to sign up for our chapter, NJ0225, at no extra cost.
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information. 
Our friends in the Gay Activist Alliance of Morris County (GAAMC) publish a monthly newsletter with interesting articles, opinions, and event announcements.  You can read it here: http://issuu.com/gaamc.
Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.
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