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August, 2017
August 26th is Women’s Equality Day!
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Ronnie Traktman
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross

Local Chapter Information:
Our Next Meeting
Our next chapter meeting will be Tuesday, August 8th, at 7 pm at the home of Skip and Alan.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2017 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
August 26 – Women’s Equality Day  We celebrate Women’s Equality Day each August 26, the anniversary of the certification of the 19th Amendment giving women the right to vote.  August 26 was officially designated Women’s Equality Day in 1971, when Congresswoman Bella Abzug’s bill recognizing the day passed.
From the National office:

New National Officers start August 1

Toni Van Pelt and Gilda Yazzie were elected NOW’s next president and vice president at the annual Forward Feminism Conference, which drew nearly 500 activists from around the country.

Toni, of Seminole, Fla., most recently served as president of the Institute for Science and Human Values, and brings decades of experience volunteering for women’s rights nationally and in Florida NOW leadership. Gilda, an enrolled member of the Navajo Nation in Durango, Colo., has served on NOW’s national board since the early 2000s. Both will relocate to Washington, D.C. to lead the organization.
This picture was in last month’s newsletter, as well.  Gilda Yazzi is pictured on the left and Toni Van Pelt is on the right.
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Photo by Alan Gross
National NOW Press Releases:

"Voters Won’t Forget Who Took Away Their Care" Statement by NOW President Terry O’Neill, July 25, 2017.  The U.S. Senate just voted to proceed on a death-dealing healthcare bill that will cost tens of thousands of women their lives each year. The senators who voted for this bill will be judged harshly by history – and NOW activists will make sure they are judged harshly by voters, as well.  More
"While You Were Sleeping: Senate Narrowly Defeats Repeal of Obamacare" Statement by NOW President Terry O’Neill, July 28, 2017.  Women around the country are breathing a sigh of relief today, as Senate Republican leadership’s latest attempt to throw millions off their health insurance, and block women from using Planned Parenthood for their reproductive care, was once again defeated. Appallingly, Donald Trump responded from the White House with a threatening tweet: “[L]et Obamacare implode, then deal. Watch!”  More
"Pay Equity Must Include Racial Justice"  Statement of NOW President Terry O’Neill on Black Women’s Equal Pay Day, July 31, 2017.  Today, Black women catch up in wages to what white men earned in 2016. It’s a striking annual reminder to pay attention to the economic inequality African-American women face, and how it is--tragically, persistently--driven by both race and gender.  More
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Lack of Healthcare Limits Women’s Choices  The BCRA would take us back to a time when people could be forced to choose their health over their hearts.
Dear Secretary Tillerson: This is Why I Had to Resign  The so-called ‘Protecting Life in Global Health Assistance’ will do exactly the opposite: Kill women and their children.
Transgender Care Is Like Treating Anyone Else  The experience of being mis-gendered hurts. It hurts deeply.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Afghan Girls’ Robotics Team Competes in International Competition Jul 19, 2017.  The Afghan girls’ robotics team that struggled to get U.S. approval to enter the country for an international competition were granted silver medals on Tuesday for their “courageous achievement”.  Their robot’s name was Better Idea of Afghan Girls, and while other teams had four months to build their robots, the six teenagers from Afghanistan had a mere two weeks after their package of supplies was detained out of suspicion. More
Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.
General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  To the right, below the banner picture, is a section labeled “Email Sign-Up” and a box where you enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “Sign-up” button.  It’s as easy as that!  The box below that says “Join NOW”.  If you’re not already a member, click there and be sure to sign up for our chapter, NJ0225, at no extra cost.
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.

How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information. 
Our friends in the Gay Activist Alliance of Morris County (GAAMC) publish a monthly newsletter with interesting articles, opinions, and event announcements.  You can read it here: http://issuu.com/gaamc.

