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August, 2015
August 26th is Women’s Equality Day!
Officers
President – Skip Drumm
Vice President – Mary Pranzatelli
Secretary – Alan Gross
Treasurer – Stephany Kim
Campus Liaison – vacant
State Board Rep – Mary Pranzatelli
Newsletter Editor – Skip Drumm
Newsletter Asst Editor – Alan Gross
Our Next Meeting
Our next meeting will be Monday, August 31st, at 7 pm at the home of Rich and John.  Dinner will be served, courtesy of our hosts.  Let us know if you're planning to attend, so we can plan food.  The 2015 schedule of meetings is posted on our web site, Middlesex.nownj.org.
Local Chapter Information:
Chapter Meeting on an Unusual Date
Most months our Chapter meeting is on the second Monday of the month, and we usually do not meet in August.  However, this September has scheduling conflicts, and so our “September” meeting will be on Monday, August 31.
NOW Calls for Overhaul of Criminal Justice System in Light of Police Brutality Crisis – Statement of NOW President Terry O'Neill  July 30, 2015.  What can be said about the state of our criminal justice system when, in the past two weeks alone, five women of color have been found dead inside correctional facilities?  Read more
100 “Likes”!
Our Chapter Facebook page has just received its 100th “like”!  If you use Facebook and have not yet “liked” us, please do.  Look for “NOW Middlesex County NJ”.
News and discussion from womensenews.org:
Liletta, a Low-Cost IUD, Hailed as Game Changer  By Allison Stevens, WeNews correspondent.  Can this T-shaped device do something about the high rate of unintended pregnancy in the U.S.? That was the intention of the two groups that teamed up to create a more affordable IUD for clinics that serve low-income women.
State Lawmakers Target Guns and Domestic Abusers  By Sharon Johnson, WeNews senior correspondent.  In the wake of the latest mass shooting in the U.S., gun control frustration is back in the headlines. One area of activism: 20 states where politicians are trying to fill loopholes in the current federal gun-control law that leave women vulnerable.
Two Big SCOTUS Wins; Texas Limits Cancer Screenings  By WeNews staff.  The Supreme Court legalized same-sex marriage across the United States and upheld a key section of the Affordable Care Act. Also, Texas Gov. Greg Abbott signed a budget proposal that will effectively prevent Planned Parenthood from providing cancer screenings.
2 Million Homecare Workers Need Court to OK Raise  By Maggie Freleng, WeNews correspondent.  These workers, predominantly female, are still excluded from the basic minimum wage and overtime protections of the Fair Labor Standards Act. The Labor Department is waiting for a district court ruling to change that.
Risks Are High for Teen Daughters with Jailed Moms  By Crystal Lewis, Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  Women with children are being incarcerated at a rising rate, with ominous implications for girls in particular. "Children typically model their behaviors based on the parent that is the same sex, so missing that female figure is critical," says one advocate. Story reported with Annie Geng.
Post-War Trauma Afflicts Gaza Girls, Women  By Hajer Naili, WeNews staff reporter.  From early marriage and increased gender-based violence to a higher risk of death during pregnancy, the consequences post-war continue. The blockade and successive wars are also taking a toll on the mental health of Gaza residents.
Women’s Soccer Scores Record U.S. Viewership  By Hajer Naili, WeNews staff reporter.  Fox Sports says its viewership last night doubled that of ESPN’s final match in Women’s World Cup 2011. One commentator, meanwhile, advises Carli Lloyd to move fast to capture financial gains from her sudden star status after scoring three of the game’s five goals.
Texas Clinics Remain Open; Afghan Ruling Reversed  By WeNews staff.  The Supreme Court allowed nine Texas abortion clinics to remain open. Also, an Afghan appeals court quashed death sentences imposed on four men for their part in the mob killing of Farkhunda Malikzada.
Serena Is a Champion, Stop Talking About Her Body  By Nicole Barden, WeNews commentator.  The distracting discussion about this fantastic athlete's "muscularity" is a window to a world where other women of color live, too. Lesbian and bisexual women are also targets. These narrow beauty norms, by the way, can be costly for all female athletes.
Texas Anti-Abortion Antics Go Back a Long Way  By Annetta Ramsay, WeNews commentator.  The Supreme Court just might hear an appeal to Texas's TRAP law, making it the biggest abortion case in 25 years. This showdown has been building for decades here, as anti-abortion extremism keeps pushing the legal envelope.
Ida B. Wells: 1862-1931  By WeNews Staff.  Anti-Lynching Journalist, Women's Rights Advocate  In 1892, the newspaper owned by Ida B. Wells in Memphis, Tenn., was burned to the ground in response to her editorial condemning the lynching of three of her friends. …
Girls of Color Define Feminism in Their Own Terms  By Zipporah Osei, Teen Voices at Women's eNews.  Zipporah Osei gathered five of her friends together for an honest conversation about race and feminism and where they go for inspiration. One girl called the mainstream movement "white-centric and a little watered down." Two of them are crazy about Tumblr.
For Native Women, High Price of Rape Goes Untold  By Suzette Brewer, WeNews correspondent.  There's no way to quantify the damage, but tribal leaders estimate it's in the billions. "It happens every day in every native community; it's that common," says Jodi Gillette, former special assistant on Native American Affairs to the White House.
NYC Cheers U.S. Soccer Team, Cosby Gave Women 'Ludes  By WeNews Staff.  Crowds Cheered U.S. Soccer Team, pipers dressed in kilts squeezed their bags and confetti rained on the parade in New York’s Canyon of Heroes. Bill Cosby’s admission that he gave women a powerful drug has damaged his reputation even further.
For Wealth, Black Women Need Jobs with Benefits  By Katherine Giscombe-WeNews commentator.  Low wages, a predatory mortgage crisis and other historical factors have caused a gaping wealth gap between black and white women. The good news: jobs with benefits can tackle that disparity.
Google Revenge Porn Policy Makes It Almost Go Away  By Kristin Gallagher, WeNews' legal analyst.  A lawyer who specializes in revenge porn tells me the new policy to help victims block harmful online images of themselves is nothing short of revolutionary (if and when it starts taking effect). But she still hopes Congress will introduce a federal bill soon.
Anti-Choice Laws Grow, U.S. Maternal Deaths Rise  By Rita Henley Jensen, WeNews editor in chief.  Imagine, billboards with an image of a young vibrant woman with the caption: "She Died Giving Life" and with the tagline: "The U.S. maternal death rate is rising. Take action today to support quality maternity care."
N.Y. Fast Food Workers Win; Wis. Abortion Bill Signed  By WeNews staff.  A New York government panel will recommend that the minimum wage be raised to $15 an hour for employees of fast-food chain restaurants. Also, Gov. Scott Walker signed a bill outlawing non-emergency abortions at or beyond 20 weeks of pregnancy.
From the Feminist News Digest (feminist.org):

Community Members, Advocates, and Celebrities Stand in Support with Bree Newsome  On June 27 at about 6:30 AM, Bree Newsome scaled the flagpole at South Carolina’s Statehouse and removed the confederate flag.
Women Are Saving Hundreds of Dollars on Contraception Following the ACA’s Implementation  Since the Affordable Care Act took effect, women have saved dramatically on birth control and emergency contraception.
Black Communities Overwhelmingly Support Reproductive Rights  A new study has found that the majority of Black men and women believe in a woman's right to choose and want women to have access to abortion care and contraception.
The Kansas AG is Fighting to Uphold an Anti-Abortion Law  Earlier this month, the Kansas Attorney General announced his plans to appeal a Shawnee County Judge's ruling which blocked an anti-choice law in the state.
Successful Family Planning Initiative In Colorado Is At Risk  Colorado’s Family Planning Initiative (CFPI), which offers teenagers and poor women free and low-cost intrauterine devices (IUDs) and implants and has significantly reduced the state’s teen pregnancy and abortion rates, may soon disappear.
Affirmative Consent Education May Soon Be the Norm for California High School Students  California legislation aimed at preventing sexual assault and educating high school students on healthy relationships is poised to become law, as it has passed the California Assembly Education Committee.
US Women’s Soccer World Cup Win Comes Despite Huge Inequalities
Despite national and international celebration, disparities in coverage, respect, and pay still linger between women’s and men’s soccer teams.

Senate Blocks Global Gag Rule  A bipartisan majority in the Senate Appropriations Committee approved an amendment that repeals the anti-abortion “Global Gag Rule” and restores $600 million in funding for international family planning and reproductive health services.
President Obama’s Definition of Rape is a Sign of Progress  President Obama was recently asked about Bill Cosby - and in his answer, gave a modern definition of consent that has feminists across the country applauding.
This DC Council Member Wants Sexual Assault Convictions to Appear on College Transcripts  DC At-Large Council member Anita Bonds proposed new legislation that would require colleges and universities to clearly mark the transcript of a college student convicted of sexual assault while on campus, putting it permanently on a student's college record.
Pentagon Starts Process to Lift Ban on Transgender Military Members  Secretary of Defense Ash Carter announced that the Department of Defense will begin the process of lifting the ban on transgender military service members.
Chicago Public Schools Will Increase Athletic Opportunities for Girls After Title IX Complaint  Chicago public schools and the Office for Civil rights reached an agreement to provide equal athletic opportunity for boys and girls.
Federal Court Strikes Down Nation’s Strictest Abortion Ban  A federal court upheld that North Dakota’s strict abortion ban law is unconstitutional, blocking it permanently.

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission Rules LGBT Employees Are Protected from Job Discrimination  The EEOC declared that Title VII of the Civil Rights Act protects the LGBT community from workplace discrimination.

70 Organizations Are Urging the President to Fund Abortion Care Abroad  The Feminist Majority and over 70 other groups released a letter to President Obama that calls on him to reinterpret the Helms Amendment and meet with the people running women's health programs in Africa on an upcoming trip to the continent.

FMF Executive Director Will Speak on Gender in Policing and Defusing Police Violence  Katherine Spillar will speak at the City Club of Cleveland tomorrow about how gender equity in policing can reducing incidents of police violence and enhance the ability of police to improve relations with the communities they serve.

Feminists Fought Back Against Anti-Abortion Extremists in Alabama  Anti-abortion extremist group Operation Save America hosted its annual national event of increased harassment and protesting outside targeted and vulnerable clinics in Alabama.
Feminist Jobs
The Feminist Majority Foundation has a jobs listing service which can be accessed from their web site or directly at jobs.feminist.org.

General Information

“Like” Us on Facebook

Our chapter has a Facebook page, which you can see here.  If you have not already “liked” us, please do so!

Do you receive National NOW’s emails and action alerts?  If you enjoy this newsletter and don’t already receive e-mail from National NOW, consider going to their web site, www.now.org.  Near the top of the left-hand column is a box to enter your e-mail address.  Then press the “go” button.  It’s as easy as that!
Guest Contributors to our Newsletter are welcome!
Send articles, poetry, and other items of interest to the chapter at Middlesex@nownj.org.
What issues would you like to see our chapter address?  
Please reply to Middlesex@nownj.org.
How to Contact your State and National Legislators:
Find your New Jersey Assembly and Senate representatives at www.njleg.state.nj.us.

For the U.S. House and Senate, go to www.Congress.org, and enter your zip code to find your legislators and their contact information.

